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SITE MANAGEMENT SCHEDULE FOR FOSV - WOLF PRESERVE

MANAGEMENT GOALS

Prepared By:  Stan McTaggart

March 17, 2008


Site Name:  Wolf Preserve


County: Menard


Township, Range and Section: T16N, R6W, Sec. 6


Landowner: 
Friends of the Sangamon Valley, Vern LaGesse



Address: 
1619 S. Pasfield





Springfield, IL 62704





Phone: 
(217)525-1410


OBJECTIVES FOR ENHANCING THE WOLF PRESERVE 
This parcel of dry-mesic forest sits near the Sangamon River, south of Petersburg, IL.  

The goal of this management plan is to reduce the mesic component of this parcel and eliminate non-native/invasive species (NNIS).  Approximately 4.5 acres of this parcel were cleared for pasture at one time and have grown up in pole-sized, mesic species including maple, elm, honey locust.  This section will be cleared using a drum chopper or other mechanical equipment and planted to more desirable, native hardwoods.  A 5-acre section of the property has already been treated with Forest Stand Enhancement and was removed from the total acreage.  
Much of the stand has been overgrown with soft maple in the subcanopy and bush honeysuckle in the shrub layer.  This has reduced or eliminated the native herbaceous understory plants as well as the recruitment of any oak/hickory seedlings.  The remaining 44 acres of dry-mesic forest will have a Forest Stand Enhancement to eliminate NNIS, improve the quality of the stand and encourage herbaceous understory plants. With increased sunlight to the forest floor and periodic prescribed fire, this community should begin to re-establish characteristic plants and become a high-quality dry-mesic forest again.
SPECIES TARGETS:
northern bobwhite, northern flicker, yellow-breasted chat, brown thrasher, American woodcock, yellow-billed cuckoo, red-headed woodpecker and gray fox.
HABITAT TARGETS:
Dry-mesic oak/hickory forest
TYPES AND EXTENT OF DEGRADATION; POTENTIAL FOR RESTORATION:  

The site contains some quality, mature oak/hickory trees and a very degraded subcanopy and understory.  Garlic mustard, multi-flora rose and bush honeysuckle are the primary exotic species.  Elm, honey locust, osage orange and Sugar maple are the most common species of invasive trees.  The Forest Stand Enhancement should set the stage for natural oak/hickory regeneration and a more natural understory community.  Prescribed fire will also be used to help maintain the dry-mesic community.  The potential for restoration is good for this parcel.  Friends of the Sangamon Valley is an active group that is committed to improving and managing this property as well as their other properties in the Sangamon River Valley.   
MONITORING: A baseline inventory of vegetation will be completed in the spring of 2008.  Periodic monitoring of these transects should be conducted within 5 years to evaluate the effects of the management practices on target species.  

AMOUNT OF CURRENT/POTENTIAL VISITOR USE, AS RELATED TO MANAGEMENT:
This property is owned by the not-for-profit group, Friends of the Sangamon Valley and visitation is restricted to members, guests and professional IDNR/LIP staff by permission.  Visitation is light, and will remain so for the duration of this management schedule (three years).  
POTENTIAL LINKAGE WITH NEARBY LANDS:
This property is adjacent to the floodplain of the Sangamon River.  This riparian corridor along the Sangamon River contains much of the existing forest remaining in Central Illinois.  
THREATS TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE RESERVE: Threats to this property include proliferation of non-native/invasive species (e.g., bush honeysuckle, multi-flora rose and garlic mustard, deer over-browsing and suppression of fire).
OVERALL MANAGEMENT GOALS (RANKED IN PRIORITY ORDER, IF POSSIBLE):
*Reduce mesic species, eliminate NNIS and open the canopy to allow sunlight to the forest floor.

*Increase habitat quality of the forest with periodic prescribed fire

*Conduct follow-up NNIS treatments to kill resprouts and new NNIS. 
LANDOWNER RESPONSIBILITIES: Landowner will coordinate and perform all management activities. 
SOURCE OF MATCH: Match will be provided through in-kind labor. 
PERMITS: IDNR and LIP Staff will assist the landowner in acquiring any permits necessary to carry out the management plan.
OTHER:  Special attention should be paid to the timing of prescribed fire to minimize negative effects on targeted species including inverts and reptiles.    
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   Property Name: WOLF Preserve
	Management Unit
	Management Objective
	Management Action
	Start Date
	End Date
	Lead Agency(ies)
	Lead Person(s)

	A: General 
	Identify issues in need of attention.
	Conduct site visits of sufficient frequency to detect unauthorized activities as they occur and to detect other management issues.
	Spring 2008
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB, LIP

	
	Monitor flora and fauna.
	Conduct plant surveys.
	Spring/summer 08 - 10
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB

	
	
	Conduct invertebrate surveys.
	Spring/summer 08 - 10
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB

	
	
	Conduct vertebrate (birds, amphibians, reptiles, mammals) surveys.
	Spring/summer 08 - 10
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB

	B: Dry-Mesic Forest
	Enhance natural community composition and structure  on 53.5 acres of dry-mesic oak/hickory forest
	Conduct Forest Stand Enhancement (TSI and non-native/invasive species removal) using methods outlined in the Forest Management Plan and INPC Vegetation Management Guidelines (VMG). 53.5 acres
	2008, 2009, 2010
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB

	
	
	Conduct prescribed fire annually for 2 years after FSE to promote oak/hickory regeneration (reduce mesic species) and encourage native understory plants. 
	2008 - 2010 
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB

	
	
	Treat NNIS with follow-up herbicide applications after FSE.  Resprouts and new growth should be spot-sprayed as recommended (season, method and chemical) in the INPC veg. management guidelines – minimum 2 treatments. 
	2008 - 2010 
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB

	C: Target Species
	Maintain or increase populations.
	Manage habitats as described above.
	2008 – 2010
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB

	
	Determine population size and trends.

	Periodic monitoring for target species.
	Summer, 2008 – 2010
	Sept. 2010
	IDNR
	DWB, DHB


Abbreviations: DF = District Forester, DHB = District Heritage Biologist, IDNR = Illinois Department of Natural Resources, LO = Landowner, WB = Wildlife Biologist, 
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